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SUB J : HUNDRED THOUSAND ATTEND PRIME MINISTER'S FUNERAL 

REF: TANANRIVE 1247 

1 . TANANARIVE'S MUNICIPAL STADIUM WAS JAMMED WITH ABOUT 
100,000 PEOPLE AUGUST 4 FOR FUNERAL OF PRIME MINISTER 
RAKOTOMALALA ET AL. EXCEPT FOR SIZE OF CROWD, WHICH SANG 
SEVERAL HYMNS WITH CONSIDERABLE FERVOR, FUNERAL WAS NOT 
NOTEWORTHY. PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA SPOKE FOR OVER TWENTY 
MINUTES, EXCLUSIVELY IN NON-POLEMICAL EULOGY. NO WORD 
HAS YET EMERGED REGARDING SUCCESSORS FOR ANY OF THE 
DECEASED. 

2. GDRM HAS INFORMED ALL AIRLINES SERVICING MADAGASCAR 
THAT, EXCEPT FOR PERMANENT RESIDENTS HERE, NO FOREIGNERS 
WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER MADAGASCAR UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
EVEN IF THEY HAVE VALID VISAS. RESTRICTION DOES NOT 
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IN ADDITION, RESTRICTION REPORTEDLY DOES NOT AFFECT ANYONE 
SEEKING TO LEAVE COUNTRY, BUT THERE IS QUESTION AS TO 
WHETHER AIRLINES WILL FLY IF PASSENGERS GOING ONLY IN 
ONE DIRECTION. ALITALIA REPS ARE OPTIMISTIC THAT RESTRIC- 
TION WILL END BY THIS WEEKEND, BUT IN VIEW OF SIX- WEEK 
RESTRICTIONS (INCLUDING EMBASSY'S TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS) 
FOLLOWING RATSIMANDRAVA'S ASSASSINATION IN FEBRUARY 1975, 

WE ARE NOT SO SANGUINE. IT IS DIFFICULT TO ESTABLISH 
REASON(S) FOR CURRENT RESTRICTION, ESPECIALLY SINCE THERE 
IS NO RESTRICTION FOR LEAVING MADAGASCAR. 

3. TANANARIVE WAS ALREADY RIPE WITH RUMORS PRIOR TO 
HELICOPTER ACCIDENT (REFTEL) AND, THEREFORE, RUMORS ABOUT 
SABOTAGE OF FLIGHT EMERGED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AFTER PUBLIC 
WAS TOLD THE NEWS. FRENCH ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM 
ARRIVED AUGUST 2, PRESUMABLY AT BEHEST OF GDRM. AT FIRST, 

TEAM WAS PREVENTED FROM GOING INTO IMMEDIATE ACTION, 
ALLEGEDLY ON ORDERS OF PRESIDENCY, BUT EVENTUALLY RECEIVED 
AUTHORITY TO PROCEED. SINCE GDRM AUTHORITIES REMOVED 
HELICOPTER WRECKAGE FROM SCENE OF ACCIDENT TO TANANARIVE, 
FRENCH TEAM MAY HAVE DIFFICULTY IN CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION. 
MOREOVER, HELICOPTER COMPACTED INTO SMALL, TANGLED MESS 
AT TIME OF CRASH AND RESCUE WORKERS USED CRUDE TOOLS TO 
RECOVER THE BODIES, MOST OF WHICH WERE BEYOND RECOGNITION. 
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